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For the Right Ho- 


norable and Learned, 


Henry Lord Arundel 
of Warder., &c. 
P: -- . 
q The Mec@nas of all Lear- 


ning and Vertue. 


May it pleafe your 
Lordſhip, » 


_ 4. 0:5 © 


Ome Ariſtopha- 
nes, removing the 
controverſy of the 
; Midle-ſtate of Soules 
out of the Schools, and 

zmprovid ently thru$t- 

ng it (in Engliſh) int, 


A 2 thc 
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is TheEpiſtle : 

” the hands of Latlies, 
whoſe curiofity 7s not 
alwayes proportioned 
to their capacity, hath 
heen inftrumentall of 
great Scandall. Hence 
4pon intreaty of ſuch, 
who may command, 1 
interpoſed, endeavour- 
ing to clear the ſtate of 
the QueStion, as I 
thought , without w1i0- 
lence, it mioht import , . 
this occaſroned a reci-_ 
procation of EpiStles , 


wherein I would gladly 
pre- , 


-— 
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Dedicatory, 

prevent all miſunder- 
ſtandings, as alſo inthe 
Synopſis of our Tenets, 
which I formerly gawe 
in ſuch matters, which 
were eſteemed proper 

or the times. 

The Reſult I preſent 
to your Lordſhips mo$t 
judicious view, alſo to 
your noble Patronage. 
If it conduce to any 
good, T ſhall be ſure of 
the guerdon I hope for. 
Tour Lordſhips heredi- 
tary goodneſſe will par- 
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The Epiltle, &c. 
don my boldneſſe, en- 
couragedby your known 
Pertue , and great love, 
of Truth , who ambi-. 
riouſly ſubſcribe, what 
by many titles, my duty 


( 
obligeth me to be, 


{ 
My Lord, 
Your Lordihip's © ( 
moſt devoted ſervant 
inall duty, 
i 4 
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CHAP. I. 
Relief in Purgatory is the 
Do@rine of holy Church. 


2 | our laſt Fpiſtolary 
| Conference COncerning 
. the fenle of the Gere- 

B neral 


2 Of the Midle-ſiate 


-_ 


ral Councel of Florence, 
and of Pope Benedi@ the 
eleventh, his Bal, againſt 
thoſe who hold ,_ that 
none went to Heaven till + 
the day of Judgement ; 
you much intiſted, that 
neither of them defined a 
Redemption out of Pxr- 
gatory before the great 
day. The Grecks there _. 
called It ww prev. It inuſt: 
be confe(s'd , that their 
principal] delign was the 
condemnation of Foh. 22, 
his error , which though 
he recanted, yet to pre- 
vent auy retuſciration ot 
It , It vas JL GY < necel- 


fary conciliarly to con-- 
Jemn 
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demn 1t, In diſcuſſing, 
or rither explicating the 
latitude of this, they de- 
ſcended to particulars , 
Who and Whezx each ſort 
went to Heaven , eithcr 
at, or aftcr their deaths, 
accurding to their {eve- 
ral conditions; and there- 
in delivered their ſence 


- of this, as being in part 


involved mn the former. 
So that it was a Conct1- 
lary Declaration of the 
Churches Doctrine, as to 
this : that is, ofthe whole 
Chriſtian World, as all 
prior or poſterior Do- 
ors, not violented {for 
It is cali to milſ-apply, 

B 2 and 
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and even elude the Fa- 
thers with voluntary 
glotles out of Chamrer, 
and other {ſuch lhke bla- 
{ted Authors) and the u- 
niverſa] tradition orally 
delivered ,, and the con- 
ſtant practice of all Ca- 

tholiques, declare. 
See lnsS. john Damaſ- 
cen almolt all the Greek - 
Fathers, even inclulively, ' 
from great Dzoniſt#s " 
himſelfte, and ſome of 
the Latines allo are re- 
corded in hin, who all 
aſſert this, and [2 Y, that 
from Our L Orcs [>ifciples 
it deſcended . & obtain- 
cd in, and through the 
i hole 
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whole Church of God 
with great profit to the 
dead. And that you may 

, clearly by one under- 
ſtand the received inter- 
pretation of the reſt, ſee 
there the itory of great 
Macarias, who had from 
God this Aniwer: @z0 
tempore, Inquit, mortuo- 
rum cauju preces off ers, 
tam ſune nounulins ſola- 
ti: ſenſu aftcimur. 1 ous 

a dead man's {kull an- 
{(wered him. We mult 
not then expect Doomſ- 
day for an anſwer of onr 
Prayers. Nay, S. Dama- 
ſeen (aith, 1t 18 a new, ab- 
 furd doctrine, ſuggelted 
B 3 by 
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by the Devil, Pia omnia 
opera,que moriem ſequun- 
tur null am OMnino defun- 
Fs uiilitatem afferrc: 
truly his ingenuous tenſe 
is, that to deny any pro- 
fit by them betore the da 

of Judgment to the "oy 


deſcends froin the Devil. 


I refer you to all the Fa- 
thers1n him whence you 
will ſce how they arc vio- 
tented tor the contrary 
by others. 

Ir 18 2 mo{t unqueſtion= 
able rule in this inatter, 
as. to. the athrmative.,, 
though a poſteriori ( as 
we ſpeak) amongſt all 
probable Doctors , who 

have 
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' have the honour to have 
their memories celebra- 
ted in the Faſts of the 
> Schools, That whatſoever 
ir declared in a General 
Conncel,which js received, 
or not 1apune reſtſted by 
Cutholique DodFors of the 
age WR it is celebra- 
ied , is by all Chriſtians 
to fr: A WR FR 7 ih? "| 2198 EC 
"degree in which it is there 
declared, Winch Rule 
COM CesS hoM : t5 all potnts 
by Sefrattcs now Contro- 
vorted ,, as | have partt- 
Ciulatiyc od 12 my Syſtem © 
and clpeciaily compels 
us to An acceptance of 
this pre{cent Article AC 
B 4 cording 
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3 Of the Midle-ftate 
cording to the ſame place 
it obtained in the Conun- 
cel of Florence , and the 
age wherein it was ccle- 
brated. Fhethrit T have 
ſpecified as far as this 
place permits. The later 
's evident bv all Writers 
then. my ever fincce., mm 
the Chirs -thoi Ugh 1, i= 
CHS kaſi an eminent 
Greek Sch! tmatique, it 
not rather an Heretique, 
who was preſent In the 
Counce ].recalc !trated 1n 
vain againſt it, in ſome 
part1c: wars ; by 1t not a- 
gainſt thizat all 5 which 
{till confirmes us 1n it. 
Gennadimns. the Patriarch 
ſaith, 


of Souls. ) 
ſaith , this Councel was, 
ubique promulgatum , & 
ab omnibus gentibus re- 
ceptum - only walgares 
quidam homines , & in- 
do&i did contradict. He 
adds, 1f anv capable of 
reaſon reliſted, it was 
pravity of mind, not lear- 
ning but fooliſh pre- 
ſumption and vain glory, 
which moved 1t, Here 
he glances at Afarch, and 
others deceived by him. 
All this faithfully appli- 
cd, irrcftragably declares 
our obligation tO Accept 
this tr tn accorumngly. 
And MOFeaver as tO 
us In perticalar , the ge- 


ed 
FICESLL 
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neral reſiſtance made a- 
gainſt this new Purgato- 
TY; by ll at the very firſt 
awning of It in our in- 
ſulary Hemiſphere, as 
being a novilty oppolite 
to what all from their 
infancies had learned , 
convinces the faine. Nay 
Mr. Whites Sonus Bucci- 
ae will interre to much, 
and alone ſuthce accor-" 
ding to him, to prove 
matters even of Faith. 
But let us go further : if 
every perſon from hence 
toCades in Spain, and 
from thence to Kome. 
and from thence to Cor- 
ſtantinople, and from 
thence 


of Souls. rr 
thence to Fernſalem 3 
through b»th Churches 
were asked,, whether in 
their prayers for the 
dead, they do not hope 
to help them to Heaven 
before the laſt day ? eve- 
ry one would aflert 1t. 


CHAP. IT. 


It w® not maiter of Opt- 
1077. 


Heretore moſt cer- 
rainly the hope of 
preſent cating them, was 
not grounded on matter 
of Opinion, which 1ntrin- 
tically involves actuall 
fear, or duubt, of the 
truth, 
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truth, elſe thev would 
have praic: faintly : but 
It is a traditiovaary do- 
Ctrine, and undcr that 
notion, by ail und-r- 
Itood.:  Hence:-we:n-'ve 
read in S-riptures.Coun- 
cels.. or Fathers; any - ane 
Clear ajlertion(as 1iifhc 
ently : nd Rag int 
which are moit urged) 
Fhat += thoſe that co 19” 
Purgatory muſt b» neoeſ- 
ſarily det ine here 
wiihout any abr £ tril-the 
day of judgem: ts which 
ſure were 111377; ibble , 
ff there: had been any 
fluctuation 1n it, or if 
they had been of that 0- 


of Souls. T2 


pinion, as ſome gently 
zer{wade us. 

Thar ſome things have 
beca delivered to poite- 
rity 1n tne Church, witch 
could never ovtain more 
authority then opInION , 
Il have made evident 1n 
my Syſtem, even ingrave 
Subjeh ts of which numn- 
ber tt! was not: but 
- how £0 diſtinguith ſuch 
rrom d' trinesof a high- 
cr nature, 1n caſe Holy 
Cluurch d1d not c: ——— 
clearly the Ir qualtftcatt- 
ons with them, ac in ſoine 
caſes; evidently it did 
and 11 others It did not, 
as thereT give inſtances 35 

ehrog 
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then the onely way 1s to 
return to general Conn- 
cels. that t' Cy accorunmg 
to their office may £09: 
quiſttione fa ta. after the 
examplc of rhe Apottles, 
juridically app-int to 
each their rnd Where 
all muſt acqurzeſre . as 
here was done confurma- 
ble to 211 antiquity, as [ 
have declared. and ſhall 
zNIOTC, 


de * 
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CHAP..:-4TE; 
Why the reſurreftion is 


inculcated. 


He Holy Scripinres 
indeed,our B.L ord, 
and eſpecially, B. St. 
Paul, and {ince them, ho- 
ly Church, and Fathers, 


moſt preiiingly incul- 


\ cates the truth of the ge- 


neral reſurrection, as be- 
ing the baſis of our hope, 
the motive of ptety , and 
good works; all which 
would be adjudged 
truitleſs by the generali- 
ty of men, tf it were not 
for this : though even A4- 

riſtotle 
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riſtotle, who with the reſt 
of his friends of Athens 
would have laughed to 
have. heard Saint: Paul 


Preach, and aficrt 1t 3yet. 


they would judge vertue 
to carry anu bring with 


Ita preſent reward , for 


which it {thou!ld be em- 
braced : but G&vr expe- 
Ctations arc infinitely 
higher by our believed, 
2 and hoped for reſurrect. 
on 3 and therefore it al- 
waics produced oper: 
tionate effects in Gods 
holy Martyrs,and Saints, 
eſpecially in thoſe firſt 
timcs , as thc courſe of 
Gods providence requi- 

red 


—  —— ———_ 
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red, and therefore there 
was a n2ceihty effectual- 
ly to FORTE this radical 
- dotrine,, as allo of the 
Jaſt 3 des at tonmncul- 
catea jult tear, as S. Paul 
did. This other of relief 
of ſouls ,, in, and out of 
Purgatory , being of tar 
leſs CONcernment , 45 tO 
the generality ot man- 
kind,and being as1t were 
a particular AT it, or ſub- 
alternate to it , needed 
not fo ſtrong & trequent 
inculcation, though holy 
Church did not take it up 


upon vulgar and hight 


hear-faves, but witn, 2 and 
by the A poltles FT2 dica- 


L10ns 
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tions : which, according « 


to S. Angwuſtizes Rule,arc 
ſuftciently proved by 
the Churches Doctrine, 
and practice. I he holy 
Scriptures thcinſelves, as 
interpreted by antiqui- 
ty alſo declare it, which 
are obvioully knowne: 
Neither, do-the Fexts, 
hough brougit with vio- 
Ience,roucn the CORtrary; 
nor were cyer fo inter- 
preted. Somme mMTURE als 
{o ari{eth in this buitnets, 
from nt obſerving, that 
holy S-riptures,2nd trom 
thence holy Church, and 
the Fathers itrequently 
underſtand by Reſurre- 

ct10n, 


/ 


- 


| 
1 


| 
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s Con, even rhe aſſump- 
ec tionof fouls to Heaven 
y without the bodies, and 
> therefore S. Ang. calleth 
y the later of foul and h9- 
s dy, the perfed reſurre- 
- (0n, as condiiiimntfrom 
h the former, in hts care of 
the dead; c:6. Suk Cre 


! 


vetroat of the Ciurches 
= practice. and doing : 
"which are ciecare-:; eve 

'- amongtt the Greekes as 
-. welF as Latines';: You 
| hataccordmey to 
it Mr. Ruſhworth > and Mr. 
m White, (W hoſe aurhor Ity 
d cannot be denied by you) 
y the publique practice, or 
z- oral conveyance, demon- 
N, [crates 


» ; EI CZTTIYT 
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20 Of the Midle-ſtate | 
ſtrates univertal I raditi- 
on, and conſequently 
Chriitian TI rurhs. 

T herctore whenlT look 
upcn tle anxious (olict- 
tude, with which now, 
and im all former ages, 
g00d Chriſtians, Greeks 
and Latines, have profe- 
Cited their friends deo- 
cealed with: their Pray- 
ers, Alms-decds, which 
all Chriſtian Monuments 
ueclare : methinikes It 
were: -[tranhce-now at 
length to have all re- 
ſolved into a cold Ob- 
lation: or Prayer-tor 
Doomftday : wherin ther 
particular Allies are no 
more 
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more concerned, than all 


others: & lo all the pious 
indeavours of friends are 
of no ctfect .. as relating 


to whit they intended T3 


order to. particular per- 
ſons , but might as well 
be contractes into a ge- 
neral yrayer for all the 
dead , againſt not onely 


| orall tridition 5 Dit the 
manitelr wricings. of tie 


molt anclent aid Jearnod 
in the bulke of the Fa- 
thers3-a5$, ABS: 1s Lag 
(1c1-nt tefthmony. © (1 A 
the: ret, im his Frente 
Of £r1« fubj<ct, ir! Fo Th) 
him, 4 care of the de 5 
waere he ftuppoleta it bg 
*e 
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be the common fenfe of! 
tic whole Catholtque 
Church , that particular 


perſens dead , who hav 
acquired merit in their © 


lif: time, by which juch 
ſhines wry be rendred 
Fn , 
profitable AIC a enth; ao 
receive brnefit by What is 
done for them rel; c10ufl 
aficr 1heir deceaſe . and 


be {peaks Clvancihrought 


the whole Book of aftual 
bonclit, pront, help, ad- 
vantage, availment, and 
reſt to be procured for 
the. ſouls; And leſt we 
ſhould VION it for. the 
{Oules In their reunion 
with their Lodics, he 

tre- 


"RI 


————_— 
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of frequently {peakes CON - 


IC 


diſtinctively of the fo..le 


as ſeparated from the bo- 


dy, or as it 15 when the 


. body is dead 5 and he 


ſaith ,- thar then 15 recet- 
veth ſuccorr < which, as 
he ſhews,and I have laid, 
was the practice of all 


Churches 1m their pubt- 


gue Liturgics. IT do 


* J FR ps I 7.iy * SY {} I SY; 17 
not: enmrceem ti coOmrancy;; 


. 
but obſttnacy., to intore 
antiquity to our ion. 
gainit thor OWW 1ts 
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CHAP. -IV. 

The ſences of Greek. and, 
Latin: I ytureics and, 
Faihers. | 


a i amd " WOO On PREyY 


” 
an B 


A Moneſt tne Greeks, 
/' MF obſerve mn their 
Liturgtes, that fome- 
times they pray with Ter- 
tiullian, de Aonogami , 
that the deod n.Ay have! 
reſfigerinm, that 15, ſome 
ealc, as:S: Gree: Nazian, 
his Liturgie p. 34, In the 
Rubrick:.:-Orher rrimes 
they pray, that they may 
be yut into a place of 
lightloninels ; where {or- 


-< 


5 GA td hood 2|_O © Sos As 


mr NO, yesÞ C8 FP 


W! 


row is bani{kt aud groa-\ 
ning. 
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' ning, &c. as in S. Baſs 
| Liturgie. Sometimes that 
| they may reſt in Abra- 
| hams bolome , as in S. 
« James his Liturgie. All 
theſe intimate a change, 
a preſent relief, though 
not alwayes a releaſe, as 
\_ the ſtile evidently im- 
ports : which deſtroyes 
your very ground; for 
;c) you teach that no pray- 
\e Crs can relieve, or change 
4, them till Doomes-day. 
@ 5 James in his Lyturgie 
« Prayes, that God would 
\y cauſe the ſouls to reſt 
F. ; 

5 with the Saints. You ſay, 
Go he meanes , that they 
| may not re{t , or have 


a-\ : 
"i (? calc 


an 
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eaſc,or lightſomneſs,&c, 
till afterthe day of judg- 
ment. Beſides, they con-' 
ftantly pray for the re-- 
miſlion of their (ins, as in 
S. Baſils , and the reſt; 
this 1s not for the reſur- 
rection : and hnally they 
pray for all, who died in 
communion of the faith-} 
tul, and for particular 
perſons recommended to: ; 
the Prieſt, in each parti-| 
cular, exactly agreeing. 
with the Roman Ghureff 
Hieremias, their Patri- 
arch, tollowes them, and 
the ſenſe of both Church- 
es frequently appears to| . 

be, that by their prayers! 
they 


es ne wa 
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they may obtain preſent. 
caſe, #t a penis releven- 


tur, faith the Comnncel of 
Florence 1n the decree 10 
Gennadiyzs. 

There was a queſtion 
amougſit ſome of the an- 


cient, whether ſouls ( ex- 


cept of Martyrs )had a fa- 
cial ſtght of God befarc 
the laſt day : the pro- 
greſle of it I have exami- 
ned in my Syſ/temr. Hence 


ſome ſpoke warily, tou- 


ching the full releaſe out 
of Purgatory 3 which in- 
volves a going to Hea- 
ven; but all agreed as 


to our preſcnt caſe , and 
rehet by Prayers, Alms- 


C2 deeds, 


CT I SHOE ear oenge 
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deeds, &c. The not ob- | 
ſerving this, hath made a 
miſunderſtanding of tom 
of the Fathers in this 
matter. 

Truly ſometimes they 
pray exprelly , that they 
may enter Heaven before 
the laſt day, as St. Am- 
broſe upon the death of 
Theodoſins : Dilexi , & 
ideo proſequar eu uſque 6 
ad regionem vivorum, nec 
deſeram donec fletu, & _ 
precibus inducam eum,yquo | 
ſua merita vocant, in| 
montem Domini ſundum, | 
@&-c. hewillnever leave 
pray ing, till by his pray- 
ers and teares he hath 

brought | 


 -—_ — * —— 


and 
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brought him out of Pur- 
gatory to Heaven. We 
need no more for both 
Churches : hea great L a- 
tine Biſhop well acquain- 


ted with the ſenſe of 


both Churches, promiſcth 
this for the Greek and La- 
tine Emperor, 11 preſence 
of the Emperor 3 alſo a 
Grecian born, and of the 


.. Court where were preſent 


as well Greeke as La- 
tine Prelats, and Do- 
(tors, If this had not 
been the publick ſenſe of 
all Charches 1n their ob- 
iequies for the dead, 
there wanted not Zelots 
then, and after, who 

C 3 would 
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would have reprehended. 
this publique attempt, 
which you call Novelty, 
by them adjudged 77e- 

FY. | 
St. Chryſoſtome Homil. 
41. 712 1. ad Cor. after a 
long ditcourſe ſaith thus: 
Si Fobi illixs liberos pa- 
iris vidima purgavit, 
(Job. 1. 5.) quid dubites 
e nobis quoque ſs pro 
dormientibus off eramns , 
ſolatium quiddam illis 
acceſſurums © T his ſome 
comfort concludes a pre- 
ſent change upon our 
Prayers : this cannot ſ1g- 
nifie Heaven, where 1s no 
ſuch diminutive, as q#7d- 
Aam 


of Souls. ZI 


dam ſolatium : this ſure- 
ly cannot be Doomſday : 


' which agrees with Saint 


Auguſtines, Neque negan- 


dum eſt,defun@orum ani- 


mas pietate ſuorum viven- 


tium relevari, cunt pro il- 
lis ſacrificinm Mediatorzs 
offertur , vel eleemoſyne 
in Eccleſta frunt,ec. 9.2. 
ad Dulcitium : and 1nhis 


, Enchyridion to Lawrence 
/ c ITO. as elſewhere he 


diſtingunthes three {orts 


ofthe dead, whereof the 


midle are only capable of 
this help, and in his Care 
of the dead, c. 4. he tels 
us,that Chriſtians in their 
Prayers recommend the 


C 4 third 
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third #1 04 by the 
FT Tn he Saints. 


take them 

'mDany when 

Fl: bs t1e3ccord- 
in ii 5 but S. Arg, 
area ii not of that go00d- 
fuliowihip, but preſent 
cale , for furely S. Arg. 


his caling them 1s a pre- 


ſent change. I could ren- | 


der it faſtidious to the 
Reader, 1f I ſhould bring 
In particular the fenſe of 
Greek andTL atine Fathers, 
which, in reading them, I 
have noted. And though 
ſome Criticks do not give 
a dueeſteem of S. Grego- 
ry the great, and Venera- 


9 2 
5 


ble. 


oe 
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ble Bede their Hiſtories) 
which Baronixs elegantly 
defends 3 yet no man of 
reaſon can doubt , much 


. Jeſſe deny, but that their 


loud approbation of the 
particular releaſes of 
{ouls, and the worlds not 
refiſting their truth , a- 
bundantly declare rhe 
ſenſe of the whole Chrt- 


ſtian world to have been, 


That by Prayers ſoules 
might be delivered out of 
Purgatory, before the laſt 
daj. Nay, they did not 
only por reliſt them, but 
both Greeks and L atines 
politively approved of 
them, For Pope Zachary 

(; J had 


s 
*B 
F 
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had his bookes of Dza- 
logurs,without any reſtri- 
c&t1on, in ſo high eſteem, 
that he himſelte with his 
approbation, tranſlated, 
and recomended themto 
the Greeks. And S. john 
Damaſeen, and other 
Greeks, with much reve- 
rence receiyed, and often 
cited them, asT have fre- | 
ere noted : and ther- 
ore no wonder, that Ve- 
nerable Bede. following 
our firſt Chriſtian Maſter, 
3. Gregory ( though he 
himſelfe ſharp-f1 ſighted ) 
g1ves more examples of 
thelike : ; as allo S. Fohn 
Damaſcen., Theſe two , 
conh- 


i 
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(conſideringthe emimency 
of their virtue and learn- 
ing, and both great Sear- 
chers of antiquity , and 


- both received as Afller- 


tors of truth in ther rc- 
ſpective Eaſt and Welt 
Churches)may alone fuf- 
hice to witneſs the Chur- 
ches Doctrine. Now (as 
S. Aug. C. 10. in hx Care 
of the Dead. faith) if we 
ſhould ſay, that theſe 
things were falſe,we might 
be thonght to uſe more 
boldneſſe than became 18, 
both in regard of the wri- 
tings of ſome faithful 
Chriſtians who report it, 
as alſo in regard of the 

FE* 
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teftimony and ſenſuble ex- | 
perience of thoſ2,to who nt 
ſuch viſtons have hapned, 
May not this jult!y be » | 
applicd here ? | 
Alſo contider who St, | 
Greeory, Pope Zachary, |} 
andSt. Ch: iſoſrom were, 1 
and ti 410Hccarry, on 
therr vacti.- voth the La--! | 
tine and Greek Churches, | « 
And hence the Councel *t 
of Florence 1n the very ft 
Decrce{(as[have noted in 
another Book) ſpeaking # 
tor , and in thename of | * 
both Churches, ſayes: | 


we define. 8& Cc. that thoſe 
ſouls. who , 4fter they 
Pave contradted the ble- 


miſh 


sf Souls. J7 
| blemiſh of ſin, are purged 
either in their bedies, or, 
being uncloathed of their 
bodies, are preſently re- 
. ceived into Heaven : and 
Pope Benedid laith, Be- 
fore the reſum, From of 
their bodies. We can re- 
autre no more as to. the 
Doctrine of both Chur- 
\ Ches 5 fince., as you lee, 
the Decree 1s conlonant 
! to both. 

It's true that the Ro- 
man Lyturgic in the Se- 
_quentia doth wondertul- 
ly inculcate the horror of 
Doomſday , partly to 
move us living to a right 
. apprehenſion of our con- 
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cernment in it 3 partly 
that the dead may re- 
ceive comfort before the 
laſt terrible day. Neither 
ean the words have any - 
other ſenſe : for certain- 
ly the ſouls in Purgatory 
are not ambiguous of 
their judgement 1n that 
day , as all Chriſtians a- 
gree : and thereforc the | 
Church concluding, prays 
to God, to give all the ' 
Faithfull reſt from hence- 
forward, to prevent the 
rigour of that fearfull 
day. 

It's truly a miſtake to 
ſay , the Gre-k Church 
did not admit this Do- 

Ctrine 


of Souls. 39 


Frine before the Conncet 
of Florence , 1ince it 1s 
moſt evident, that their 


Doctrine was not at all 


 changed,or diſliked even 


upon examination, as to 


this of exſt2g,and deliver-. 


ing ſouls out of Purgato- 
ry, or tranflating them 
into Abraham sbolom by 
Prayers, &c. but only 1n 
the beginning was exa- 


' mined how far they a- 


creed with Pope Jorn's 
errour againſt the facial 
hght of Cod; and this 
was amended by common 
conſent. Nay, their pra- 
tice was never queſtion- 


J- 1 cd,or doubted of ; which 
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was, and 1s, the ſame with 
the Latines, as hath been 
ſhewed ; and therefore 
Cyril repeating, and ex- , 
pounding the manner of 
their Lyturgics , faith: 
Me3icry ornow mSEvOL TES £71 7 
wuxats, &c. T hat 1s, We 
believe that it will bea 
wonderfull help to the 
ſouls, tor whom ſuppli- | 
cation 1s offered of this 
holy and terrible ſacri- 
fice. Can any man refer 
this wonderfull help toa. 
cold expectation of 
Doomſday ? And hence 
we ſee inthe third action 
of the General Councel 


of Calcedon, how the pro- , 
cels 


NE RG CSS 


Wn fo 
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cels was admitted of 7/- 
chyrion again({t Dioſcorus 
fornot having diſtributed 


, faithfully, the abundant 
Alms by Legacy left to 


Monaſteries., for the ſouls 
of the deceaſed , which 


uniformly agrees with 
the Modern practiſe of 


. both Churches; and ther- 
, fore doubtleſs 'the ſenſe 
_ of both Churches, as now 


they appear evidently to 
be the ſame; ſoinallan- 


_tiquity they were uni- 


form, as to hope of relief 


 byprayers, eſpecially by 


Maſſes, as there 1s clear, 
and in many private L a- 


"Ne. 


tine Synods, 


B 
: 
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Neither can it be other 

than a great Sophiſmr to 

accuſe the Roman Chur- 


ches Offertory , as it in, 


praying to deliver the 
ſouls of the Faithtull 
penis inferni, which isa 
gencral term lignifying 
both:,.: and” ſo uſed,” it 


ſhould import any thing 


Elſe here ,, than from the | 


pains of Purgatory to 
life: which cannot have 
any other lenſe than of 
Purgatory , lince theres 
no redemption 1n Hell; 
and the ſouls for which 
they prav, die no other- 
wiſe. 


A gain, 


the knowledge of this ts 


of Souls. 43 
Again , the Church in 
the Collects prayes to 
ove them refrigeriz ſe- 


dem, &&c. a feat of re- 


freſhment, which ſpeaks 
our Purgatory. Theſe 
and all other Texts aſ- 
ſure us of the Churches 
ſenſe of praying to de- 
liver them before the 


great day : however by 
' rengh of wit the clea- 
! reſt actions may be in or- 


der to weaxer judye- 
ments made dubious, as 
we ſcein Corrts, the beſt 
cauſes by corrupted a4- 
vocates, ſo clouded, that 
they feem unjuſt. But 
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ſo univerſal , that here 

may be ſaid what St. Ay- 

gnſtine , lib. de dnabm 

anim.c. 12. 1aith of liber- 
ty - None iſt a cantant : 
Ee in montibus paſt ores, 
> theatris Poet. E* in- 
doGiin circulis, &> dodi 
in Bibliothecis, & Aſa t- 
ftri in ſcholis, & antiſti- | 
tes in lock facris, in| 
orbe terrarum genws hi-\ | 
manum. All forts of! | 
Chriſtians , eac! 1n their 

ſeveral polturcs, and vo-, 
cations witneſs this truth. 


CHAP. 


of Souls. 45 


Hh CHAP: V. 


I. Traditions alone cannot 
M-.- prove faith in all Ar- 
1, ticles. 


M2 « 
J; H1s was S. Hieroms, 
: and all the Fathers 


!* one (though not ozlz) 
uf conſtant tcit of new dc- 
(rines. And you proftel- 
f1 ſedly citeeming the telti- 
Ir mony of tne preſent age 
"| toconveigh certainly the 
* ſenſe of the precedent, 
do,and muſt conleque nt = 
_ltyholdictobean infallt- 
' ble telt, to diſcern even 
matters of Faith: 1o 
tha 


\ 


4.6 of the Midle-ſtate 


bo 

q | 
Fi 
$ 


that ad hominem thi 
were ſtrong , if we had 
cnely the preſent age, 
But ſurely Scriptures and 


Traditions are the ade. - 


quate ſource of Chriſti- 
antryths in the received 
opinion of Doctors. And 
the Councel of Trent 
the firſt Sceflion ſeems to 
ſuppolc1t in order to the! 
gencral, And truly al: 


the former Councels did! 


no leſs. Neither can I fe 
that your Topzck alone 
w1ll ſalve all occurren- 
ccs, and therefore St, 
Part refers the Theſſ alo- 
ians, to his Epiſtles and 
Sermons joyntly : andsS., 


Tren4#” 


' 
j 
| 
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Irenerws I. 3. c. 4. (hews 
the neceſitty of both : Sv 
S. Aug. and the reſt. 

But by endeavouring 


to infringe any pretence 


ofa definition, as to this 
of helping ſouls in Purga- 
tory betore Doomſday, 
you ſtruck upon a wedi- 
um, which, it not rightly 


\ underſtood , is of an il! 


conf equeut. 
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CHAP..VE. 


Charity conſiſts with Pur- 
gatory. The wvariou 
operations of chari-,- 
1). Iherein conſiſt; 
the chiefeſt penalty of 


PUYGAtOY }. 


IF 


\ 


—Or the purport of| | 
your dilcourle leems; ; 

ro hint art this , thata ne; « 
ceſlity of retention ot 
ſouls out of heaven till 
duc penal expraation be, x 
accompliſht, will ener-| { 
varc the dignity of cha-| j 
rity. Cicero lib. 3. de fini- t 
bus (aith notably , ſpeak-| g 
ing of Philoſophy : H«! g 

juſmo- 


at 


| of Souls. 49 
juſmodi dicere ornare 
vele, puerile eſt : plane 
aurem, @& perſpicue expe- 

\ dire pojje, dot7. + intel- 

, Loentis eſt virt. Your al- 

moſt connatural ob{curt- 

f ty renders you lometimes 
| to be miiconſtrued, to 

your prejudice. It 1s true, 

of| that charity ,if perfect, is 

1\ aſuthcient diſpoſition to 

e-| olory 5 at leaſt as far as 

a relates to excluſion of 

W' puniſhment for former 

be| tranſgreſſions : which ea- 

t- fily concludes, a foul dy- 

1-| ing in that perfect condi- 

1, tion, not to need any 

k-\ other temporary expiati- 

74-| 0n. But the midle ſort 

1 D of 
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of Chriſtians, who onely 
have their concernment 
in Purgatory, according 


to Saint Augnſtize and |. 


the Councel of Florence, . 


though they die indeed 


in charity , yet is ſuppo- 


ſed not to be ſo intenſe, 
aswholly to diſpoſe their 
ſouls for preſent blifle, 
And therefore in orderto 


ſuch, the Church aflerts. 


further expiation , and 
penal detention, necetla- 
ry for a longer or a ſhor- 
terterme, according to 


the ſecret rules of Gods 


wiſdom: wherein though 
our time 1s not the mea- 


fure of ſpiritual ſubſtan- 


Ces. 


mmm 


—— 
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ces, or ſufferings, which 
have no parts to anſwer 
to the parts of our time, 


. and therefore are not 
.greater, or leſſe, for the 


extrinſecal, and diſpa- 
rate conlideration of a 
ſhorter, or longer conti- 
nuance , preciſely as to 
time; yet their inward 
neceflity of exiſting in 


\ that condition of ſepara- 


tion, not only from their 
bodies, but from the fight 
of God in the dregs of 
lin, till God echangeth 
them , 1s highly penable, 
as being alwaies preſent 
totheir intuition, and at- 
fection ; whereas in bo- 

D 2 dies, 
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dies, where every thing © 
is meaſured by motion, | | 
it would be far leſs,as ha- / 
ving ſucceſſion of parts, | / 
than now being altoge- | ./ 
ther, according to the | 4 
nature of eviternity,  * 
which ſurely renders it | 
incomparably FrEAcer,, | 
than if It were by one! P 
part after another. And 
though 1t 1s 1ndivilible as: b 
to its cllence, and cxiſt- 
ence, being ſpiritual; and ; 
therefore cannot be mea- *! 
{ured otherwiſe than by [ 
a proportionable in-divi- 7 
ſible meaſure, as now I 
will fſuppoſc againſt h; 
ſome others; yet it hath &' 
C0<; 


ib 
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co-exiſtence with the 
_ parts of our time, as Arj- 
ftotle 4. Phyſ. faith : 
\ Idem nuncſecundum ſub- 
ſftantiam differt ſecun- 
dum eſſe: that 1s,although 
| an inſtant is the ſame in- 
| diviſible in order to it 
| felf, yet it differs as com- 
| pared to time. And 
| hence a ſoul, which hath 
.. been in Purgatory twen- 
_\ ty years, 15 truly ſaid to 
1 haye been longer there 
than another, winch was 
ſeperate from the body 

. Jelterday 3 and conſe- 
| quently hath ſuff-red the 
q hard conſcq..ences of it, 
4 cven altogether fo long. 


) 
\ 
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It we ſpeculate this a 


little further , we find, 


that as indeed the ſoul 
being in-divilible, it hath 


an in-divilible meaſure ; 


yet as that inſtant, or. 


meaſure called Xviterni- 
ty, 1salwaies and altoge- 
_ ther preſent 3 ſo there 1s 

alwales preſent in It a 
priority , which we call 


— - 


of nature, As Agents 


which are free, in the 
ſame real inſtant , when 
they reſolve to do any 
thing, have a priority of 
nature, wherein 1t 1s not 
aftirmable , that they do 
reſolve, but are as it 


were about to doit : and 
this 


'Y 
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this continues ſo long, as 
the real inſtane it ſelf 
doth. And therefore A- 

 riftotle will tell us , that 
_ thewlill, even when it 
| doth decree any thing, it 
| hath power not todo it, 
| that 1s, as referring to 
that priority of nature. 
| Whence followes even in 
_ your own principles, that 
the ſoul, which went to 
Purgatory many years 
agoe, 15 now as capable 
to have an at which tt 
never had, as then, and 
therefore it may be as 
truly ſaid to have an act 
this day , which 1t never 
had 3 and conſequently 

D £4. may 
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may as truly be ſaid to 
be changed, But this 
whole niaatter 1s fitter for 


the Schooles to diſpute, 


then for Chatechizers to 


inſtruct 1n 


hereafter, 

You ſeem under a pre- 
tence of putting a due 
eſtimate upon an ab- 
{tracted or a Metaphyſi- 
cated charity (tor fuch 
yours almoſt ſeems to be) 
very much to undervalue 
her operations 1n ſuch pe- 
nal acts, or paſhions , as 


holy Church preſents to. 


our belict in the dead, 
Nay, even all other cor- 


matter of. 
Faith : of which more. 


| 
| 


po-7 


) 
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poral afflictions , and au- 
{terities in this life , 
voluntarily undertaken, 
you are thought to 


judge ſwperfluows (it 


| not ſuperſtitioms) and 


derogatory to chart1- 


You know how far our 


| neighbours have, by ur- 


ging this, reduced all 


Fd 


Chriſtian duties of this 
kind, to ſuch a pure wor- 
|ipping of God in ſpirit, 
that there 15 no _vllible 
tootſtep of any old au- 
[terities amongtt them : 
ind even all thele old 
[ymptomes of Chriſtian- 
ty, are with them by a 

D 5.-.-new 


w- w———"< - we / to St 
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new ſort of Chymiſtry, 
evaporated. | 

It ſeems certain , ac- 
cording to the received ( 
doctrine of great Divines, | 


{wherein you doc not | 
wholly diflent) that all 
ſouls, which depart from 
their bodies, ina capact- , 


| 
ty of Heaven, at their ſe- | 


parat1on, do appretiate 
Cod ahove all, and do 
heartily deſire, that they * 
had never placed any 
created cbject in his 
room 5 Which 1s, never to 
have ſinned mortally, 
W hich doctrine methinks 
1s conſequent to St. Tho- 
24s his opinion of t infants 
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in their firſt a& of reaſon, 
applying themſelves to 
God. And this act, aslI 
ſaid, 1s eſteemed natural- 
ly indelible 1n the dead, 
according to their ſtate , 
with which 1s confiſtent a 
deſire of fulfilling Gods 
Laws, in order to expla- 
tion of former fins: nay. 
that 1s inconſiſtent with it 
ſelf, without a deſftre of 
complyance with Gods 
ordinances, in this and e- 
very other kind. Whence 
tollows, that their ſuffe- 
rings after death, are vo- 
luntary , as relating to 
their former acts of con- 
tormity to Gods orders, 

and 
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and the virtual or habi- 
tual durance of it ; how- 
{oever by ſome , 1o pal- 
pable a truth is « denied. 
The whole univerſe 
therefore having been 
deformed in fonie man- 
ner , by our deordinatt- 
ens, 1t muſt be reform d 
by our pernances. For, 
accoransg to Divines, 1n- 
fiigitur pena , ut rene: 
147 culpa : and it 1s fo, e- 
ven tollowing nature. So 
chat the order of the U- 
aiverſe, by Gods original] 
poſition of ca uſes, exacts 
tis method of us. T here- 
fore there 1s no nc cellity, 
which ſome are affr1gh- 
red 


NET TRE Eng, i 


} 
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ied at ſo much, to attri- 
bute their penal detenti- 
on to revenge In God 
(though it 1s but queſtio 
de nomine, as diverlly ta- 
ken) lince 1t 15 Cconſe- 
quent to our Peccaminous 
acts, to be liable to it; e- 
ſpecially holding,as truth 
{cems to Convince, that 


the reliques of the {tnnes 


themſelves, or thole vye- 
ry (ins, of which the fouls 
were guilty in death, re- 
main till the change of 
the ſouls after Purgeation. 
Which doctrine 15 very 
conformable to Scorwss 
who holds, that wvemral 


fins after propertionable 


# He: 
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puniſhment in hell it ſelf, 
ceaſe to be ; that 15, after 
the remorſe and puniſh- 
ment, proporttonable to 
fuch fin, ceaſe; which, as 
[ have noted cl{ewhere, 
is Origen 's and Gregortie 
Ni//enes clear doctrine : 
for they both ſeem to ad- 


mit that only Purgatory. 


T ſaid puniſhments , for 
which we now call pu- 
niſhments.as to the minds 
remorſe for fin, in time 
of nature we would call 
effects of {in. a<T ſhewcd, 
de Mundo. 

Its true, we have not 
injured God in our ns, 
who is above. and be- 

, ond. 
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yond, the ſpheres of our 
moſt malitious activity 3 
but our ſelves are prin- 
cipally endamaged in 
mortal ſins, by loſing all 
title to Heaven, or ar 
leaſt, by diminiſhing it, 
as in venzal. Which loilte 
cauſed by violation of 
his Lawes, muſt be repa1- 
red by charity, directing 
to ſubmit to,and to keep 
Gods Commandments, 
according to that Text 
of our Saviour : If you 
love me keep my Comman- 
dements : whereof : one 
is, to ſubmit to his orders 
in Purgatory, wherein 
this yoluntary due cha- 

{ti{ement 
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ſtiſement at laſt will pro- 
cure remitlion of thoſe 
ſins, which remain, at the 
leaſt in their dregs. 
Charity indeed hath 
God himtelf, under the 
nobleſt motives, for its 
immediatc obj<ctz but it 
is RI, not oncly in 
a naked wilting, or wil- 


Iing w Mo Gou , Which | 
is to; love. hun; butt: 


breaks out into 4 hearty 
COMpIyance with. all his 
orders.” Henee: St. Peter, 
John the lait Chaptcr, v, 
15. being demandcd , 
wherher he loved God < 
to his triplicatcd afhr- 
Nation Was a5 ofrc TT fab- 
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_ nefted 5 Feed my ſheep, 
| &c.So that this love hath 
a great extent, though 
talwaies terminates 1n 
| God, as it begins in him. 
| St. Pant alſo, 1 Cor. 13. 
4, tells us ſummarily, but 
pathetically, the further 
operation of charity : 
Charit as patiens er , be- 
' nigna ef, ec. Whence 
| will follow, that charity 
! can be excrciſed, in fol- 
lowing any of Gods or- 
ders, in re{pedt of the li- 
.vivg, orthedead, as 1n 
thoſe St. Parl (peaks of, 
I Cor. 15. 29. who were 
baptized, that Is, futte- 
red - for the - dead ; as 
the 
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the Text clearly ſpeaks, 
[t is not then any in- | 
dignity to charity , that | 
govud Chriſtians dying | * 
inveſted with it, ſhould |. 
be exerciſed afterwards 
in expiation of former 
deordinations , by their 
paſhve complyance with | 
Gods ordersz which, dy-| 
ing incharity, they could 
not but deljre. T his di-\ 0 
vine order being fulfl-' tl 
led, and expiation being # 
effected, the ſoul is ren- /: 
dred, through Gods mer- ©: 
cy, capable of her hoped V 
{uperveſtition of eternt- 0 
tF. (a 
t 
CHAP. 
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CHAP.-:VIT. 

| How a ſoul, according to 
| others, can change. Of 
l ' the horror of Doomes- 
day Whether it is to be 


| prayed for. 


: 
|| F will now {ſuppoſe that 
| Jborrowed principle out 
.\ of Ariſtotles Schooles, 
. ' that the ſoul 3r not capa- 
r ble of any change , once 
. ſeparated from the body, 
. as having not the fancy, 
| whence the changes were 

occaſioned. Which do- 

arine although I have 

tanght in my oo dnA 
E--> ()» 
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School, Henricus de Gan- 
dawvo, and others, asto 
naturalcanſes; yet 1t wlll 
not reach lo far, as I con- 
ceive , as to build a con- 
ſcauence,ſo remote trom 

te common ſenſe of 
Cliriſtians, as: this of all 
ſoules, winch do not 1m- 
nediately go to Heaven, 


ſo do St. Thomas in hy. 


orto Hel, rthcir preſtola- | 


tion of the laſt day in 
Purgatory, and that then 
upon the reunion of their 
bodies, our blefled Lord 
ſhall repreſent to our cor- 
poral etcs his molt blel- 
{ed humanicy : of which 
he made us not capable 


during * 
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during onr long expecta- 
tion in the ſoules ſepara- 
tion ; upon ſight whereof 
they ſhall fall into rap- 


. tures of divine love, &c. 


The whole complex 
taken altogether , 18 the 
oroduct of a orcat wait, 
polleſied of much lear- 
ning, and, if Kept within 
the School es: (as. we 


\ uſefrequently impoſitble 


ſuppoſitions)mIgnt exer- 
cite wits with P! oft, and 
applau e, as | believe was 
intended i: but where 1t 
toucheth upon a noble 
particle of our Religion, 
as here,the yvutting 1t into 
a vernacular Idiome 1s 


dange- 
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dangerous, and againſ| © 
the Conncel of Treat, in| 1 
inthis particular, 8e//.25,| fi 
Apud rudem vero pleben', Þ 
difficiliores,ac ſubtiliore | . 
que ſtiones, queque ad 4-| C 
dificationem non faciunt, [ 
&- ex quibyus plerunqut [ 
zulla fit pietatis acceſſu,\ 
a popalaribus concioniby| 
ſecludanturcincerta ttem, { 
vel que ſpecie falſe labo-\ Y 
rant,coulgari,actraG@ari,! © 
n0n permittant,@*c. I ls ( 
comes home. We are for-| 4 
bidden to move theſe / 
queitions in Engliſh. } 

Prayer for the Dead, as 1 
for ſuch as are helped by| | 
tt, being in an indigent « 

condi-, 


| 
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|| condition, 1s one of the 
1 | moſt univerſal, moſt con- 
| ſtant, and molt ſolemn 
-, practiſes of holy Church, 
;| as all Monuments de- 
.| clare :'which by this your 
ſpeculation 1s rendred, 
{| ſpeaking really, of no 
,| uſe; as being relolved by 
4] you onely 1nto a Prayer 
| for Doomſday : which 
.| will be terrible, whenſo- 
;,/ ever 1t cometh 3 as holy 
: Church intimates in the 
| Sequentia : Ciim vVix ju- 
e ſftus ſit ſecurus 5and quan- 
tus tremor eſt futurns. 1 

« am ſure S. Hierom had a 
| formidable apprehenſion 
t of it, when he ſaith , He 
Y, heard 


| 
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heara perpetually the fear. 
full ſound of the trumpet; 


and you hear how: holy 


Church deſcribes 1t, even 
in order to the jult, 1nre- 


ſpect of whom, S. Paulin 
the 10. of the Hebrews 
cals it, Terribilis quedan 
exped atio Judicii , A TlCr- 
rible expectation of judg- 
ment : and hence S, Hil- 
larins in Pſal. 113. 9no- 
modo deſtderabile poteſi 
eſſe judicinm,in quo nobis 
eſt indefeſj us ille ignis ob- 
eundis &c. How can 
thit day be an object df 
our Prayers? &c. The 


very Saints themſelves, 


mult paſle through that 


laſt 


| 
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laſt fire, but as filver and 
gold : which can ſtand a- 
ainſt the ſevere teſt : & 
this being done , they 


|.muſt be Judges of us lin- 


ners. The Apoſtle ſaith 
both. Out of w hich if we 
weigh the inexplicable 
ſeverity of that day, De- 
fiderare quis audebit 
who, with S. Hilary, dare 


-| pray for it ? and yet your 


main poſition 1s, that this 
is only prayed for, and 


| that, till that great day, 


the Saints, though in an 
indigent condition , are 
not capable to receive a- 


' ny reſfigerinm, or eaſe,as 


the Fathers ſpeak, and 


F, 


CX 
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expreſly prayed for in all | 


the Churches Liturgies, 
W hich: is indeed a com- 
fortleſle zeret to all Chri- 
{titans 3 and 1t toucheth 
t00 Ncar upon the Church, 
and her doctrine, though 
molt Sectaries will ap« 
plaud 1t. 

Shall I tell you how 
near it prefſeth upon this | | 
Article 2 Truly (beſides 
what I ſaid in the former 
Chapters) I know not 
-offibly. how to render 
the prayers - he Church 
for the dead. of any con- 
{iderablc uſe at all, as ap- 


plied to , and for them, 
either 1n particular, or1n , 


eg i To 
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general, as they are com- 
dijliind from the faith- 
ful living.I ſpoke before, 


' that this tenet renders 


prayers tor particular 


dead perſons uſeleſs , as 
not atall correlpondiug 
with the delign of their 
friends, which evidently 
was, and 1s intended by 
all, in order to obtain- 
ing of eaſe and relief of 
ſuch ſouls,for which they 
pray. But now by turrher 
weighing the necceilary 
conſequences of this fe- 
net, it ſcems evidently to 
conclude, all prayers for 


. the dead.,in effect uſcleſs, 


| even as offtercd in gene- 


2 ral, 
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ral, or for all in general, 
as well as for particular 
perſons. | 
The reaſon 1s firſt, be- | 
cauſe if we pray only for | 
the general Reſurrection, 
(as you ſay )this concerns | | 
them not any more, nay, 1 
leſs, as being dead, than | 1 
if they were living : be-} : 
cauſe they are alrcady tk 
ſurc of a happy rcſurre-, 4 
ctlon; & infomec degree, | 
rhough yet in a ſtate of 
puniſhment, as It wereal- ( 
ready polleit of It. Or at 
lcaſt,upon entring intolt, © 
Secondly, the concern. © 
ment of the general re- 
iurrection . 18 order to 


Hea-| 
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Heaven , 1s ſo urgent in 
reſpet of the faithfull 
living, and being yet 
wholly in the clouds, in 
reſpect of our knowledg, 


'or any certainty of it, 


that our Prayers in true 
charity, ought to be far 
more fervent & conſtant, 
tor all the faithtul living, 
as being in more neceſ{t- 
ty, than for the dead, or 
at leaſt, for them both 
together, 1f this be all 
we are to pray for,by the 
Churches definition. 
Whence mc<thinks it 
concludes. that the Artt- 
cle of praying for the 
dead, either for particu- 


8. lar 


the dead , 
oftred , either tor the 11- | 
ving and dead together, | 
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lars or generals, 1s upon | 


very {light grounds preſ- 
{ed and obſerved þ 'y holy 
Church in your PrIncl- 


ples , ſurcly they Con- | 


Vince, that the ſame pra- 
yrs which arc offred for 
ought to be 


| 


or el(c Princip ally tor the | 


living. W hence tellows, 


that there is no necd at. 


all of this article, refer- 
ring to the dead,as [ ſaid, 
condiltinit trom the I. 
ving 5 it there be no hope 
of preſent relicte or re- 
leaſe, til] the general re- 
furrection. I do but give 


V Ol 
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you a hint , that you may 
further reflect upon it. 
This done, I proceed to 
the ground it ſelt of your 


 af{ertion. 


Indeed the great Ma- 
{ters of the World . and 
of the Schools. S. Atm 


ftine, Alexanacr Hales. 


S. Bonaventure, SCOIHS 
in his book de anima,and 
many other eminent PCr - 
{ons, not eltceming them- 
ſelves to deſert Ariſtotle : 
teach us, the ſouls have 
a natural capacity of ſom 
change without the body. 
One ground is, they 
conceive the impoſhbili- 
ty of change to be deri- 
”"E 4 ved 
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ved originally from the 


negation of matter(which 
Ariſtotle aſſerts principi- 


um corruptionis ) which | 


is ſuppoſed to accompa- | | 


ny all fpirituall things: | 


but if materiality be con- 
{ſiſtent with the hmited 
{mpliciry of our ſouls, as 
they endeavour to prove 
in Ariſtotles principles; 
ſ1nce they have indvidu- 
ation, and fome compoſ- 
tron , In their {cparated 
ſtate from the bodies, as 
they concelve to be clear 
111 Metaphiſical [peculati- 
ons : which 1t trac, their 
conſequence 15s eatie for 
what relates to the na- 


ture. 


j 
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ture of the ſoule. 

Do you examine this :_ 
It wants not great weight, 
even the force of Demon- 
ments. 

Again, S. Bonaventure © 
holds #viternity to have © 
1 tort of divilibility z web< 
I ſhall explicate in dues 
place : his reaſon 1s, be- > 
cauſe otherwiſe 1t wills 
argue ſouls , and Angels +» 
to haye actually infinite © 
aurance, being their du-*- 
rance COnInues 77 in fini< 
tm,as all fuppoſcywhich* 
he eſteems a great abſur-.* 
dity to alert of any finite”; 


if 


thing 3 as arguing infinite , 


| 
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vertue to require infinite 
durance together : which 
willconclude them to be 
infinite in etlence; which 
's againſt all our fuppo- 
[1t1ons. 

In the ſame mann; 
will as calily DC Conciy- 
ded, that a ſeparate toul 
hath actually an infinite 
knowledge of tliingss; 
fince the infrant of xvi- 
ternity, which 15 immu- 
table, and altogether, 
COntInuces 7 infiniinn, 
and. conſequently natt 
njfAnirtc objects preſent : 
of all which rhe ſoul act- 
nally ,, and Ng its CON- 
natural power, produ- 
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ceth knowledge toge- 
ther : which argues infi- 
nite vIgOr, 

St. Bonavent. and the 
reſt , citeem both theſe 
repPagnant to a creature 5 
though you thould fax; 
that each is derived from 
God : for itill it ſtands 
that the foul from 1ts own 
nature, though derived 
from God. IS infiniti vi- 
goris : which Ariſtotle 
juitly appropriates to 
God. Examine this, and 
weigh well, whether it 
doth not umply contradt- 
ct1on 2? 

I a{lure you that theſe 


preſt home , will fooner 
be 
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be heightned to a demon- 

ration, than moſt of 
thoſe, which are urged 
for the contrary, with 
loud intonations of ge- 
monſtrations. but it in 
Mathematichs, which are 
rendred pervious to our 
ſences, we cannot reach 
to demonſtrations , but 
upon {wallowing ma- 
ny PP OHTIONs without 
proof, what can we vain- 
glorioutly boaſt of, in 
theſe-remotc objects: p 

Its true, that a foul {e- 
parate , cannot produce 
new habits in it ſelf by 
acts, as now we do, by 


reaſon; it hath all poſli- 
he 


he oY — _— fr Wa a. O89] 
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ble diſpoſition already, 
as being determined by 
naturetoitz yet it is con- 
fiſtent with its £0/termnm- 
ty , that the ſou] have 
ſome new acts, at Teaſr in 
order to ſupernatural 
objects. Thus far S. 7 ho- 
mas, Scotys.,and all agree; 
as Angels in holy Scrip- 
tures are recorded to 
have had in divers OCCur- 


'-ICNCES. 


St. Thomas, Henricus. 
and others. to make this 
good , invent a ſort of 
time; which they call, 7ezz- 
pus diſcretum, (though 
Ariſtotle never heard of 

t) to meaſure them dy, 
that 


that 1s, where there 1s not 
a continuation by parts, 
as in our time . but each 
inſtant follow es without 
"ties. But I think there 15 
no necd to explicate one 
obſcurity by a greaer : 
for indeed it 1s hard to 


Conceive what one indt- 


viiolc added to another, 
will have for the 110ti- 
ent, but pun umn 5 which 
will Icave us. where we 
WETE,AHd the TC forc itay- 
ing in this rode, Fthink it 


clear. th 2x] he ſouls have 
acts 5 and that, accoranng | 


to thetr natures, they are 
meaſured by eviternity, 


in its proper ſenſe; as, 
S COTM 
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Scots, and the reſt, 
{ teach; though Ariſtotle 
out of a falſe princtple 
of the ſouls ablolute de- 
' pen dance upon the F a-- 
'y , UCnics a ſeparated 
loul ro have any act at 
alt but Av! cou lanch bet- 
--Erex: ; FL! OW INg Plitoes, 
and, as he contends, A- 
riſtotles doctrin, as] have 
| done in the Sy Sem, that 
| the foul hath the ſpecies of 
all 1h TH 05 within + ſelf. 
Others conceive that 
| without them , 1t hath 
actual kuowledge of all: 
and therctore,as to natu- 
ral objects, the ſoul in 
fate of ſeparation hath 
| knows- 
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knowledge of all ; and 
con'equently ( as they 
think) is caſily proved 
not to be ſubje&t to 
change in them : and 
which 1s very conlidera- 
ble. Mr. hte FOES NO 
further. EA ed; 4;Con- 


ſrans itaque eſt, * 578 


anutationem ex nature UI. 
in anima ſeparata poſſe 
exiſtere. 


CHAP, 


| 


f 
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CHAP. VIII. 


| Whether a ſoul can be 
changed by God, and 
| how, in Purgators © 
The eas ſtate of the 
controverſie explicated. 


Ut when we ſpeak 

| the ſoul 1 1.1 Phrpatong; 
we ſpeak of a ſupernatu- 
ral condition : in which 
cale, notwithſtanding its 
Cirkwallicy. it iS Oo Ven 
, ble by objects of a ſuve- 
rior order, (neither do I 
remember , thar Maſter 
White queſtioneti thi: | 
of which 1t hath nor con- 

naturally 
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naturally any ſpecies, 
Neither doth the Pro- 
duction of any rhmg tO a 
being aticr it had none, 


hinder it from being ſpi-. 


ritual. or xviternal : elle 
Angels , and our foul: 
created in time. though 


1otluccetiivelv, or in the. 


Darts Or Emo would mill 
Oq both. 
F-Or- CS ampic: what rc- 


DUCHAance 8 there 1m the} 
y Lc 


jon! tc be mory ed. God 


{hall pleate to Pre (ent his | 
blet]ed humanity to it in. 


the ſtate of ſenaration, as 
well 25 he It 16agam 
joyned to the body 2? tru- 


Iv IT doubt not, but it. 
would ? 


ou$.-. ay: 4. Bo 
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would produce a far 
more noble,and more in- 
tenſe act, of the love of 
God in 1ts ſeparation 3, 
| being far more powerful 
then, when 1t 15 united to 
the body when it works 
onely by help. and order, 
of the taneyv 5; as It muſt 
doc according to courſe 
of nature, ar the hir{t ap- 
| parition of that blciled 
\ > object 5 being the foul 
s ſuppoſed not to be yet 

. | beatihed. 
IT ſee not that ſpiritu- 
. ality renders the foul 1n- 
capable of that happt- 
, _nefſe: and 1t 1s Wk a] 
- that St, Part thought it 
| Not 
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not ſo: whence hecryes; : 


Sive in corpore, ſive ex- 
ira corpus, neſctio. He 
would have Known,tf his 


ſoul extra corpus, that is, 


in her ſpirituallity . had 
repugned to the viiion. 
[f it be repiyed , that 
this 15 ſupernatural. 
Is it not {0 , that the 
ſou] at Jaſt is reanjted to 
the bodie; when you 


COnceive It {hall love! 


God more 1intent{ely? Nay 
15 1t not ſo, that all ill 
affections, which it carrt- 


ed out of this world, thall | 
remain tl] rhe reumon, | 
and then be aboliſhed? 
W har natural reaſoz will 

reach | 


( 


| 
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reach this? Nay, what 
principles of Religion 
will feach us, that the 


| ſouls of good. Chriſtians 


(for ſo they muſt be 


ſhall be Fang AN In Per - 


catory,ſo many av. $ COIN - 

prehended inwxyirernity, 

as till Doom{day to no 

effect in order to the 

ſoules 3 ſince tie very 
it} 


dregs of {in, with wich 


they partcd tromt the Do- 
dies, and therr 11] atfect1- 
ons, are not at all correct - 


\ cd or purged . by occatit- 
 onof thar ſtate, but re- 


main till after the reum- 
on in all their degrees of 


| intention? ſo that their 


; B fr 131: {? in; 
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remainder tierce , iecms 
ulcletle, & indeed pure- 
ly vindicative: againſt 
which you much 111'{f, 
Again, the whole {tate 
of tho foul here treated, 
is ſupernatural, that 1s, 
under another /er-es of 
cauſcs, then being with 
the body. Thar the foul 
CORtiNuUCs In the ſtate of 


in, Or aregs of It. where- | 


In 1t. 15 at the thine of ſe- 
Paration, and in 4 Contl- 
nual remorſe, or jring of 
conſcience, according to 
that of St. Luke, c. 18. to 
the rich man: Kecorda- 
re, quia receftjti bond it 
z ita tua 5 Remember 

what 


[ 
} 


W 


Wn 
| 0 
| 


|| 


| 
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what good things thou 
receivedlt in thy lite. Al- 
ſo ina molt atiictive,and 
| almoſt a vexatious deſire 
of Heaven : from which. 
as they know, fins, or the 
dregs, retard them. Al] 
this 15 natural to it: but 
| that this {tate 1s CTEMPO=- 
| [rary, and reating , or 
- [tending, to a change of 
ternal telicity 3 and that 
| It 15 penal, tat I, in fli- 
| ed, as ſuch, is above na1- 
| ture. (I meddle not here 
with, what other puni1th- 


| | ments, do, Or May, ac- |} 
. | company this Itare.) No [| 
, | wonder then , 1t in this i 
: | ſupernatura] condition . | 
"bs | 
d 14 TV i 
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it hath, when God plea- 
ſeth, theſe ſupernatural 
vitits, by wayes, which 


we know not 5 in which, 


the foul is ſubject to mu- 
faticz: this I conceive 
[ifficient for the 1natter 


g T”  ">ORY ED 
here treated 9 WHIlIC:!1 1, 


the ſouls cniang. in order 
to Heaven. 

To deny this to the 
ſouls. 1s not to call 16 
queſtion their natural 
power , 1n which we are 
already agrecd, as to the 
negative 3 but Gods po- 
wer, in order to them, 
which in our conference 
Ou granted. 


VW herc- 
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Whereas it may be ob- 
jected, that {t1]l here 1s 
no diverſity of parts, as 
an Agent and a Patient, 
in an indivilible ſoule: 
which is required in all 
ations, even to avoid 


contradiction. 


To this is replied, ac- 
cording to Ariſtotle , 39 
de An. verſus fin. as Ro- 


2er Bacon and Gulielumus 
1 Pariſtenſis, and others, 


interpret him, that God 
is therefore, as itelled us 
agens , Who illuminates 
our underſtanding by a 


ſpiritual light, as the Snn 


| 


doth our fight, in order 
to bodies ; and ſo actu- 
2 ates 


Ing to be agers and poſe | 
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ates it, in order to knoyy- 


ledpe of things, whereof 
it is capable : -and there- 
fore he ſaith, that zxtel- 
leF ws agens 1s ſeparated 


a poſſibili, ſubſtantially; | 


and that it -knowes all 
things 3 and that it 1s al- 
wayes 1n act, &c. which 
are proper to God, as 
they think : and indeed 
to make the underitand- 


fibilzs , 1t is a riddle, be- 
ing it 1s to make It Agent 
and Patient to it ſelf, al- 
though indivilible. 


. CHAP. 


| 
l 


of Souls. 99 


CHAP. IX. 

The ſtate of the Queſtion 
further explicated. The 
difference between an in- 
ſtant of time and evi- 
ternity declared. The re- 
ſolution of the Reſton 
fully given, as to change 
of ſouls. 


FF you ask me, how a 
4Soul, by the power of 
God can be chang'd,from 
anot knowing toa know - 
ing, in the ſame inſtant, 
without contradiction ? 

[ an(wer hrit, that our 
ſouls are indeed indivill- 
ble in their eflences 3 as 

F 2 not 
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not having quantity z & 
in the produttion of their 


acts, or operations, in 
ſtate of ſeparation ; as 
being not done by moti- © 
on : they arc alſo indi- | 
viſible in their durances; 
or the meaſures of their 
durances arc indivilible; 
that is, not by parts: with 
which 1s conliſtent, that 
their meaſures are not | 
inſtantancous,as ours are; 
but are capable, and dil- 
poſed, upon Gods conti- 
nuated, and, as 1t were, 
connatural influence. as 
the beames in reſpect of 
the Sun , to include the 
hole preſentiality of z- | 

Fernity, | 
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ternity , by reaſon that 
the length, or ſhortneſle 
of duration doth not at 
all change the meature in 
it ſelt 5 provided that it 
be altogether. 

It is therefore a great 
diſproportion , rather a 
colluſion, to argue from 
the conſideration of an 
inſtant of our time to #- 
viternity : they both a- 
Tree in this, that they are 
indivifible 3 that 1s, they 
are not capable of - ſuc- 
ceſſion of parts : but the 
reaſon of this in each 1s 
wholly different. 

T he inſtant of tune 1s 


| therfore ſo, becauſe Phy- 


F-:3 ſically 
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ſically ſpeakin®. 1 's no- 
thing elſe but a r©5+t10n, 
or termination © forme 
thing, and hath re 
noduration at all 4: om, 
or #viternity, 1s not ca- 
pable of ſucceſhion , as 
being , as the former 1s, 
indivifble , and altoge- 
ther, but yet hath inf- 
nite durance , according 
to the way expreſled, 
vertually including mhi- 
nite inſtances, according 
to which it 1s conceivable 
to have mutation without 
contradiction; becauſe 
its durance or exiſtence 
now. though altogether, 
or not by parts, 1s not by 
vertuc 


*. - _ A 
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vertue of the ſame con- 
ſervation, or influx, it 
hath from God, as appli- 
_ edbefore; but it hath, in 
| a manner, a new depen- 
| dancy of him, elſe both 
' 1t,and its meaſyre would 
ceaſe to be : this 1s both 
| Scotws and S. Bonaven- 
tures ſolid way of expli- 
cation of this abſtruſe 
dificulty, And truly I 
believe St. Thomas and 
Henricus their temps diſ- 
cretum , well weighed, 
will fall intoit. And ve- 
rily Zviternity ſeems in 
this to differ trom 4ter- 
nity, thar it doth not 
neceflarily involve an 


| 1Mm- 
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impoſſibility of ceaſing 
to be, or of requiring a 
continuated , or, as it 
were, a new dependance 


of the divinc influence, 


without which 1t would 
ceaſe: Whereas, what- 
ſoever is eſlentially efer- 
al, 15 repugnant to any 
imaginable change 3 and 
therefore it can onely be 
aſſerted of God. 

TI could anſwer ſecond- 
Iy, that'in the operations 
of Angels, or ſouls con- 
ſidered as to the ſimple 
notion of their xviterni- 
ty, there may be ſuccel- 
fton, or mutation, with- 
out contradiction (which 

SCOFMS 
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Scots grants without re- 
ſtriction. ) My reaſon 1s, 
becauſe the af{lertion, or 


negation of any operati- 


on, 1s In reſpect of divers 
inſtances, or xviternal 
meaſures. 

For cxample, the cxt- 
{tance of a ſoul 1s 1ts own 
meaſure , as not being 
diſtinct trom it : the ope- 
rations have, or are, cach 
theirs, as being indivili- 
ble, as well as the foul. 
Hence,althoughthe ſoul, 
asto effernceandexiſtence, 
s1mmutable, as natural - 
ly 1ts meaſure 1s; and ſo 
each operation 1s, whilſt 


it 5, Or its 401m 1s 2: yet 


| 


F'5 the 
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the ſoul, as to operation, 
or under operation,may, 
without contradiction, 
admit ſome change, as 
lying under other 4v#ter- 
2ities,or meaſ{ures,which 
accompany the AQ&s , as 
I have ſaid. Whence fol- 
lows. that the ſoul is not 
rightly ſaid to be rof 
knowing, and knowing,in 
the ſame, or in order to 
the ſame 77ſtant,or £ovum; 
but it 1s of knowing, 
as meaſured by the ſoul's 
own e£urm.,and it 1s know- 
ing, conſidered as to the 
meaſures of the Ads. 


which as I declared, muſt 


be diſtin from that of 
the 


#f Souls. I07 


| the Soul: and hence i 
may have new A&-. 

T hirdly, I anſwer,that 
rightly putting with Sco- 
tus, that Zouum, or how 
you will call the meaſure 
of Angelical, or Anima- 
ſtick Natures, is not di- 
{tinct from the things 
meaſured. Yon know 
in bodies the meaſures 
| are extrin{ecal, as being 
from the motions of the 
bodies of the Heavens, 
but here is no ſuch ex- 
| trinſecal Gromor In re- 
ſpect of {piritual ſubſtan- 
| ces, Wenced not there- 

fore ſeek, whether they 
| may have ſucceſſion - 
| JA s 
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A@Fs 1n one inſtant, to a- 
void contradic1on,w hich 
{ſo much atfrights us : 
but we onely are to 
look upon the nature of 
the AFs themielves, whe- 
ther there 1s no 1mplica- 
cy in them to co-exiſt 
with one another , or to 
{ſucceed each _ other ? 
W hich ſure there 1s none 
imaginable. Neither do 
you alledge any here, It 
's not hard then to con- 
celve, that a Soul hath 
many A&-s; lince alſo, as 
I ſaid above.an £vrmn can 
co-exilt to an infinity of 
inſtances; namcly.,as long 


as an Angcl continues. 
[ 
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 T hope, cout of all this 
I may ſafely conclude, 
 thata ſeparated ſoul may 
have mutation 1nits Ads, 
' eſpecially as S. Thomas 

ſpeaks 2,.2: 9.50; 4.-1T; 
 Guantum ad ea, que es 
divinitus revelantur., ni- 
bil prohibet, intelle@ us 
Angelorum ejſe in poten- 

87; FEY 
My {olution therefore 
+, that the Angels, or 
Souls, without contrad1- 
(tion, are capable of re- 
velations,, Or whatloever 
motions from God, that 
1, 1n any ſupernatural 
way 5 in order whereun- 
to nothing hinders them 
to 


{ 
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to be changeable, and 
this, as T ſaid, is ſufficient 
tor our principal aſſerti- 
on of the ſouls capacity 
of change, 1n Purgatory. 
To this may be ob- 
jected, that the ſorl ir a 
pure ad, as admitting no 
compoſition; and there- 
fore the a&s are not dit- 
ferent from the eſſence, 


and therefore not muta- | 


ble. 

It 1s as eaſte replyed, 
that 1t is repugnant to 
the nature of a creature 
to be that, which Divines 


call a pure aff, firſt as ha- 


ving a potertiality toa 
not being, and having a 
depen: 


<< 


ES 


| 
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dependance upon compo- 
ſition 5 or having ſome 
actual compoſition , or 
componibility. Allo to 
| have been produced our 


_ of nothing, carries with 


9 
, 
0 
u. 
1 - 


it a defect of that ſrwypli- 
city, which 1s a pare a@, 
as having neceſlarily a 
quo, and quod. And tru- 
 Iymthis very thing , an 
Angel (which ts the no- 
bleſt of creatures) differs 
trom God , that it is not 


| 
| town 4d. and therefore 


. | In a potentiality to ads: 


| which can not be ſaid of 
' any but God. This 1s as 
to the gercral. 

Belides, the conſide- 


rations 
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rations of a ſoul, render 
it far inferior , as being 
compounded Metaphy- 
ſically, which 1s real. Be- 
fides, as cannot be deni- 
ed, it is ordinable toa 
Phyſical compoſition , as 
to be a part of the com- 
poſttum , or whole man : 
which excludes the being 
a purc af: for matter, 
and forme, are thereturc 
not timple enough, as to 
this ( though otherwiſe 
ftmpliciter jimplices , as 
Scotys ipeaks}) becauſe 


they are componible be- 


twixtthemlclves. 
Being advanced thus 
far, you will give me 
leave 


} 


©. 
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| leave to tell you , that I 
do not conceive it to be 
out of ignorance of the 
nature of a ſoul (though 
itis thought ſo) that all 
Divines grant this ſort of 
mutability 5 which 1s con- 
lonant to holy Scrip- 
tures, Councels , Fathers, 
all 8choolwen , and Chri- 
| fian reaſon, but it 1s ra- 
ther out of a xox ad- 
'rertence of the incon- 
liſtency of holy Churches 
dofrine , confirmed by 
univerſal practice of re- 
let of ſouls out of Pyrga- 
tory before the great day, 
that now the contrary 18 
{omuch prefied by ſome, 
| as 
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as not conſidering their 
ſubjection to Gods pow- 
erful mercy. 

A modeſt man would 


rather ſay with St. An- 


gnſtine, treating almoſt 


of this matter, for 1t 1s in | 
his treatiſe of the Dzvi- | 
nation of Divels, cap. 6. 
Rem dixi occultiſſumam_ 


audaciore aſſeveratione, 
quan debui : | have been 
more bold than wile 
to ſpeak confidently in 
theſe remote ſubjects. 
Let us therefore return 
to the ſouls proceeding 
in Pxrgatory. For as 
to the other objections 
(which ordinarily are al- 

ledged) 


a 
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\illedged)they have more 
Water, than Salt. 


In order indeed to in- 


creaſe of Charity , the 


ſoul hath In Pxrgatory 


ſome dijpeſ ſition 94S be- 
ingalread) 


y 7nveſted with 
itz bur by reaſon firſt, 


that 1t 18 extra 014m 5 by 


[reaſon alſo of the dregs, 
|yhich cauſe, and accom- 


pany its preſent conditi- 
Mn, 1t 18 not expeditely 
liſpoſed., but at length, 
cording ro Gods or- 
ders, by preſenting force- 
bly ſome ſupernatural 
object, Or motive, or 
ome other way, the ob- 
taclesarc removed, and 

the 
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the ſoul ealily intended | 
to ſucha charity, rather 
charity to ſuch a degree 
Is 1ntendeu in the {oul; 


which joynes 1t to olory:; | 


each by waies unknown, 
as being unneceſlary to 
the Churches _ preſent 
condition,to know Cod; 
waics in the ſouls rehief; 
importing nothing to the 
advance of Piety ; which | 


# 
as you will confels, is the |. 


horder of revealed truths. 
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CHAP--X. 
| Scriptures, and Traditi- 
>| ons, muſt be obvyed. 


' How one can ſatisfie 
| for another. Whether, 
"and how, otherverines, 
* beſides Charity, avail 
: towards Heaven. 

h | - 

6 | Hat learned perſons 


| uſe their abilities to 
declare the true {cnſe of 
Church-cu ſtomes , where 
| there may be mittakes, 
is the office of Chriſtian 
Divines, and highly wor- 
thy their endeavours : 
| and the Councel of Trent 
enjoynes 
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enjoynes Prelates todoit | [4 
!1n this particular, as St, -: 
Thumss. St. Bonav. Sco- 
tus, and the reſt, do. But | 
to call general , old = 
ſomes themſelves into 
queltion,or to bend them 
to our ſpecularions , 1s, 
in St. Anguſtines eſteem 
(ep. 118.) the greateſt 
madneſs in the world, | 


] 
His words are,zſolentiſ> | | 
fone inſanie eſt. His rea- |! 

[ 


| 


ton 1s, becauſe, 2g uni- 
verſa; tenet eccleſa, ab A4- 
pojtols precepta, be 
ne creduntur, quanquan 
ſeripta non reperiantur; 
as he rightly teaches a- | « 
gainſt the Domatiſts,l.| | 


5aG| 
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+ | $.c.23. It 1s enough, if 
. | holy Church avoucheth 
. any thing : yet you preſs 
+ | this ſo far., as you ſeem 
4 to cenſure the publike 
) fſenceof all Chriſtzans, of 
n novelty. 
St. Auguſtine, and St. 
Hierome, when they hap- 
ned upon any Texts of 
,| Holy Scripture , which 
- | they found too hard for 
. | them (which was fre- 
quent) they imputed it 
. | to their want of reaſor 
.- | and not to the Scriptures 
» | want of Truth. Hence St. 
; | Hierome Q.8&. ad Algaſt- 
- | 4, ſpeaking of St. Pauls 
, | Epiſtle to the Komans . 
7 ſaith : 
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faith : Totws hic Apoſtoli 
locus, &* in ſuperioribss, 
& in conſequentiby 
imo omnis Epiſtola ew 
ad Romanos , nimizs obs, 
ſcuritatibus involuta eſt. 
The whole Epiltle was 
above his reach, yet he 
duric not, in the leaſt, 
queliiun the truth, but 
contelt his own weakneſs, 
and beljacs many other. 


. 


places, 1 his thirtieth | 


ep. Which 1s, to Oceanm 
[peaking or Fabiola, her 
pious delire to under- 
ſtand ſome patlages of 
holy Scripture 1n the 
book of Nzmbers, he tells 
cr queſtions to him: To 
which - 


WOE 
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which , he thus recounts 
his anſwer. In quibuſ- 
dam he ſttavi, in alizs in- 


\offenſo pede cucurri , 


* | in pleriſque ignorantiane 


confeſſus ſum. He con- 
feſleth he was not able to 
ſalve the propoſals, even 
of a woman, by reaſon of 
the intricalies in the holy 
Text, yet he ſubmits to 
all. And no leſs in holy 
| Churches Traditions , or 
miverſal cuſtomes, as 
you have. heard St. Au- 
euſtine , whereof this is 
one. 
Moſt Chriſtians there- 
fore having not at their 


deaths (as is ſuppoſed) 
G lo 


lo intenſe a charity , as 
could perfe&tly ordinate 
their faults (as Aſartyre 
and great Saizts are ju- 
ſtly believed to have) 
hence after this life (that 
every comnquination , as 
St. John peaks, may be 
ex purged) they are exer- 
ciſed in a due ſatiſpaſſ- 


on , in conformity to 


Gods orders , betore- 


entrance into Heaven, 
Which though formal 
can onely be performed 
by themſelves, yct equi- 
valently by ſatisfaGion 
tendred by the Church 
Militant, and her chil- 
dren, it may be que 

re 
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ted Theirs , as all Courts 
of Juſtice, eſpecially 
where there 1s a commtx- 
tion of Mercy, as in this 
caſe, will admit. Al- 
though I know no Law, 
or expreſs inſtitution of 
God for this, whereby it 
may be expected 1n rigor 
of juſtice,or ex condigno, 
as we ſpeak, That one 


\' "mans AQ , ſhall be ac- 


cepted for another , but 
onely by way of Petition, 
and impetration 5 which 
the children of holy 
Church uſe, eſpecially for 


| the faithful departed. 


When therefore all 


- | Chriſtians, even from the 


CG 2 time, 


a# 
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time, when charity it ſelf 
in our blefled Lord 
dwelt amongſt us, did, 
and do, acknowledge | 
Chriſtian Religion to be 
<w a penitential, and humble | 
Religion, as the Roman | - 
Perſecutors exprobrated | | 
to our Primitive Mar- | | 
tyrs 3 they did not, nei- | | 
( 
| 
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ther do we, prefer cxter- | 
nal Penances, and Humi- . 
liations beforc Charity, 
the Oucen of Vertues: | 
hints Web The- | | 
ological Vertues ſtands | : 
the ſhock of Etcrnity,and | | 
which qualifies , and en- | 
hances our Acts, in order | | 
fo it 3 inſomuch that al- ! 

though 
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though Prayers, Faſtings, 
or Alms-deeds, do avail. 
in order to Heaven, and 
for ſatisfa&ion of ſins, as 
the Councel of Trent,Seſ. 
14. declares; yet it 15 re- 
quilite, that they be com- 
manded, or ordered b 

Charity; though the wiſe 
Conncel doth not expreſ- 
ly determine this. T here- 
fore weall deſire, accor- 


. ding to the Laws of God, 


that Charity,which is free, 
according to the Apoſtle, 
may not be ſtraightned 
inits operations 3 but, as 
circumſtances invite , let 
it be imployed # one, 
by curing ſouls 3'in ano- 

G2 ther 
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ther , by curing bodies; 
ina third , by corporal 
Pennances 3 in a fourth, 
by ſuffering for the 
dead, or i» the dead, by 
ſuffering for themlelves, 
in each, according as the 
Spirit of God directs. As 
in the Colations of the 
Fathers, Col. 14.4. 
Neſtorius the Abbot, 
ſpeaking of his Religi- 
ous, ſaith : Some choo- 
ſing the care of the ſick; 
ſome begging for people 
in miſery, or teaching 
the ignorant 3 or giving 
alms to the poor, &c. 
were every one glorious 
in their ſ{evyerall pietics : 
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ſo that they were pieties, 
that is operations of Cha- 
rity. 


CHAP.-. XI. 


How corporal affiiGions 
can ſatisfie for ſinnes £ 
Il hether a probable 0- 
pinion may be follow- 
ed © 


F we admit not this, 

we ſhall with Eraſmus 

his Verfion, content our 
ſelves with his uemyoiny 
that--15,--1t wee wul, 
for the future com- 
mit no more Theft, - 
Adultery , or the like, 
there is noneed of wear- 
G 4 Ing 
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ing ſackcloth and aſhes, 
Aating, or any peniten- 
tial works, though flow- 
ing from Charity , to 


take away the dregs of 


ſin, and ſo appeaſe God 
offended for them; a- 
gainſt all Scriptures, and 
ſenſe of all Chriſtians : 
which 13 indeed Calvis's 
Libertiniſm,neverknown 
before 1n the world, nor, 
as I preſume, by you in- 
tended : expreſly alfo 
agajnſt the Conncel. of 
Trent , Sefſ. 13. @* 14. 
which I entreat you to 
peruſe; for it condemns 
with Anathema to ſay, 
that Faſtings,, Prayers , 

and 
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ind Alms, or other piows 


| works through Chriſt, do 


not ſatis fie for temporal 
puniſhment due for our 
fins; that 1s , after the 
vuilt of them is taken 
away by the Sacraments. 

[ do not ſay this, as 14 
corporal auſterities, or 
indeed any thing elſe of 
ours were in their own 
natures proportionable 


-fatisfactions in order to 


God, for our violations 
of his Lawszbut as all ſins, 


even thoſe which are 


purely mental, or that 
have not proceeded fur- 
ther than the will , are 
truly, even in Ariſtotle's 

Gs grounds, 
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orounds, operations of 
the whole man ; for, 4- 
Fiones ſunt ſuppoſttorum. 
Thus far Reaſon will 
carry us , that even the 
Body ſhould be 7» ftru- 
mental inabolithing thoſe 
euilts whereof 1t was 
partaker, and ſometimes 
a ſhrewd Srggeſtor. 
Whercupon we know, 
the moſt ſpeculative Di- 
vines,as Scots his School, 
and Cajetar , with many 
others teach, that even 
the ſeuſitive . that 1s, the 
eorporeal part of a man, 
hath a capacity of venial 


ſir 11 it ſelfe > and as of 


« ſin, ſo of gooaneſſe. 


W hence 
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Whence they rattonally 
teach, that a man, who 
doth not onely intend, 
but effectually giveth 
Alms , or the like, doth 
add a degree of good- 
neſle , and conſequent- 
ly may hope for a grea- 
ter reward , than if he 
had contained himſelfe 
within the bounds of his 
Wit. 

Whence will farther 
tollow, that corporal af- 
fliFions , even 1n them- 
ſelves, may properly 
ſerve as emanations from 
a ſoule afflicted for in , 
or as exerciſes, of which 
the body is only capable, 

| flowing 
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' lowing from the love 
of God, as ſurely they 
are, 1n a true comntrite 
ſpirit. 

And in this kinde in 
holy Writ, they are by 
oe Pcnitents {omet1mes 
voluntarily undertaken, 
other times by Gods or- 
ders inflicted, and accep- 
ted, in order to remiſſion 
of ſins; and this not al- 
wiyes miraculous, as the 
Texts of holy Scriptures 
ſhew. If it were mira- 
culous ( as ſometimes 1t 
Is, and you have well 
pondered, ) It is ſo fa 
from cnervating , that it 


demonſtratively contirms 
God: 


1 
| 
j 
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Gods acceptance of the 
Churches Dodrine and 
praftice , as to corporal 
afftidions , tothe end af- 
lipned : as 1s alſo clearly 
ſhewed in the place quo- 


ted of the Conncel of 


Trent : as alſo Sefſſ. 6. 
C. 14. 

And hence holy Church 
| by Gods orders injovns 
Sacramental pennances 
(theſe I know you do 
. not reject) which are de- 
| letory of the dregs of fin, 
that is, they may exerciſe 
the foule in intending 
| Charity infuſed by God 


| upon ſorrow, and the 


| efficacy of the Sacra- 
ment. 
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ment. By which means 


is often wrought an ab- 


ſolute extin&tion of fin, 
that is, even of thoſe 
veleitics, which trequent- 
ly trouble us after the 
height of our former 
mortal malice, by help 
of the Sacraments ( dert- 
ved from our blefled 
Saviours Paſſion ) was 
extinguiſhed and pardo- 
ned. 

As concerning ſome 
ſeeming excreſcencles , 
which you, and ſome 0- 
thers carped at, and the 
like Sir Thomas More allo 
Jjeſted at , IT believe no 


judicious Catholique wil | 


pretend. 
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| pretend, that they have 

ſtrict acquaintance with 

Church Orders . but are 

| onely a fort of begottery, 

into which , Devotion, 

not well regulated, eafi- 

ly degenerates. But you 

muſt not, under th1s pre- 

tence, laugh at all infe- 

| rtour ſorts of Prety and 

| Devotion , which are to 

| be proportioned to each 
"capacity. 

| T conclude as to this 

with St. Auguſtine, l. 12. 

| de Ciwit. c. 15. treating 

| of Angels : Vereor ne fa- 

_ ceilings judicer affirmare 

| quod neſtio, quam docere, 

| | quod ſcio, Thad rather be 

| not 


not knowing, with ſub- 
miſſion to holy Churches 
orders , than ſwell in a 
vain opinion of my know- 
ledge,in prejudice of the 
leaſt of them. And this 
mult - be-,: except. we 
would hear trom the ſpi- 
rit ofGod,zuiſtis in adin- 
ventionibus wveſtris : ye 
have left me, and wal- 


ked in your own 1nventt- | 


ors. Chriſtian Religion 
doth not receiveſtrength, 


by the weakneſle of our 


reaſon, but our reaſon 1s 
elevated by the ſtrength 
of Chriſtian Religion, 
And thereforc how ap- 
parent ſoever 1t 15, it 

mult 
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| muſt vail bonet, if a con- 
teſt be interjected. 

And therefore Maſter 
| White 1n his Cemtrover- 
þe-Logick,, and his four- 
teenth refle&tion tcach- 
eth thus, conſonant to 
\ Vincentins Lirinen|ls, 
ſpeaking of Orizer and 
| ApoDſinarius their fat- 
lings, and falls : How 
| mean 7 pitiiful a change 
it 3s , to fall from the 
 Plendid authority of the 
whole Church, to the 06- 
ſcure authority of a pri- 
vate DoFor be he what he 
will, Surely it deſerves 
an Xgyptian Pyramid 
to perpetuate 1t oper” 
| a 


| 


| 
| 
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all innovations, and par- 
ticularly , againſt thi 
which we have rejected, 


Yet therc are a lort of 


Opiniators, as Cicero Calls 
them, who fancy each 
{trong tancy of theirs , to 
be demonſirations £0 
which all , who will not 
Incurre the note of 1gno- 


rance, muſt ſubſcribe, as 


well in Morals. as 1n 
quelſttons,touching faith, 


Whereas St. Aug ſtine, 


/ 


I. t. Retrad. c. 21. dil- | 


puting Icarnedly, and 
largely of the ſence 
of our Lords words 
to Saint Peter , ſuper 
banc Petram, &c. con- 

cludes 
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cludes thus : Haruny du- 
arum ſententiarum,que ſit 
probabilis, cligat ledor. 
Antiquity then did nat 
| diſalow probable opini- 
ons : nor preſently fan- 
cy thetr own conceits to 
be demonſtrations; much 
lefſe forbid others to fol- 
| low ſuch, which they 
| Judged probable. Which 
's now too much cryed 
down , and truly as to 
| Morals,I conceive I have 
demonſtrated in my Ex- 
chyridion Dial. that pro- 
bability 1s enough. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The deſigne of this Trea- 
tiſe. ; 
Hereas you lay, I 
dare not ailert the 
contrary opinion of the 
ſouls continuing in Pur- | 
gatory, till the day of 
judgement to be Hereſte, 
It 1s ealily replyed, 
firſt with arms; chat | 
to preſcribe any term to | 
particular perſons , and | 
much more to the gene- 
ral, that 1s, to determine 
months , of yeares, mon | 


þ temere definiri poteſ, 
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it is a great temerit 
becauſe, as he ſaith {fy 
lidly, it 1s resincerti(ſuma: 


| there 1s nothing more 
-uncertain 11 all Chriſtian 


principles. For indeed 
here 1s neither reaſoz,nor 
revelation to conduct us. 
He ſpoke upon occaſion 
of th 6 his opinion, 
who thought, according 


to the meabiires he made 


of Gods mercies.that none 
would ſtay in Purgatory 
above ten years. Which 
weak ground brought 0- 
rigen into his error , of 
promiſing a pericd to the 
pains of Hell. T hus great 


| wits , ſtill produce by 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength of fancy , ney | 


grounds, and thence of- 
ten new crrors into the 


Church; but to aflert_. 


a detayning all ſoules in 


Purgatory til doomeſ- | 
day, notwithſtanding the | 
ChurchesSuff rages, Alms, 


and pos helps, 1s, for 


ought I can ſce, a zovel- | 
ty 3 and if 1o, it 1s eaſily | 


proved to bea falſehood: 


for amongſt the ancient, | 


xeveSotia, and trehtie, were 


almoſt equal crimes , as 
accompanying each 0- | 


ther. 


To what you demand 
further, it 1s eaſily rejoy- 
ned from our bleſſed Sa- | 


i 
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viours example : O®xzs 
conſtituit me Judicem £ 
[ am no Judge of Con- 
troverlies. That 1s re- 
ferr d to S. Peters chair. 
Therefore I dare not 


indeed preſumptuvuſly 


cenſure other Catholike 
Doctors opinions, whoſe 


. | perſons, and learning I 


| 


| 
| 


| juſtly reverence, Keep- 


ing my felt therefore 


"within the bounds of the 


Schooles, my defign 15s 


| onely to vindicate tae 


| Churches Do@&rine, and 


| 


conſtant pra@iſe ( as 


TI am*able to under- 
| ſtand it) trom 7gnorance, 


, and Novelty. In this 


| 
25 8 


none 
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none can juſtly blame 
me. Neither ought any 


to conceive themſelves 
to be particularly con- : 


cernedinit 5 the rather, 
becauſe I do not believe 
(when they ſpeak clear- 
ly of their long Prurga- 
tory ) that they intend 
any further, than in order 
to natural cauſes : 1n re- 
ſpect of which , as the 
Souls are not capable to 
be changed , as you lear- 
nedly, and truly teach, 
after, and with Mr, 
IWhite > ſo by force of 
ſuch , or by order of 
Nature , they cannot 
change their poſture from 
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Purgatory to Heaven: 
which is a great truth, 
| If any willgo further, 
| Iſay with St, Paxl:Nor foc 
didice Chriſtum : I muſt 
leave them : yet with St. 
Hieroms Proviſo, inhis 
Dialogue againſt Pelagime, 
[. 3. In dogmatibys diſſe- 
rendis, non perſona, ſed 
| cauſa querenda eſt. I 
. \ touch no mans perſon. 

|" Scotxs teacheth his fol- 
lowers, (treatiug St. Cy- 
prians cale) to be modeſt 
in their texets, concelving 
there may be venial fin, 
in being too forward , or 
heady,even before Cano- 
; nical declarations, or de- 
* H termI1- 
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terminations: and St. Hze- 
rome, Apol. I. 2.1aith: * 
queſtiones de anime 

tu in VOrbe cormmote 68 


que eſt iſta qucrimonia 


vel querela,que atrium re- 
cipi debeat , Epiſcoporum 
Jadicio derelinguitur 4 


T his muſt be decided by 


Biſhops: chielly by the 


Biſhop of Rome : as he 


teacheth againſt Ruffingy. 
in the ſame Apology 3 and 


In his 67 Epiſtle to TBess 
philzs he 1aith notably 

Scito nihil nobzs eſſe 2 
quins, quam Chriſti jura 


ſervare,nec patrum tranſ- 


ferre terminos, ſemperque 
meminiſſe Romanam fi 


dem» 
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dem, Apoſtolic ore lauda- 
tam 5 cujus ſeeſſe partici- 
| pem Alexandrina Eccle- 
| þa gloriatur: We muſt all 
| glory to ſubmit to the 
deciſions of Roxee , when 
Patriarckes themſelves 
are taught to do It. Ac- 
cording therefore to our 
friends deſire, I onely let 
him know,for prevention 
'\ of miſtakes, whatT have 
\ learned in Scotz#, and St. 
Thomas their Schooles ; 
and what was the ſub- 
ſtance of our amicable 
Collationzin nothing(asT 
hope)violating the lawes 
of true Chriſtian friend. 
| ſiipzwhich I hold ſacred, 
. H 2 as 
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as being conſiſtent with*!/ 
that well meaſured Oral || 
dation : Amicus Plato, as; WY | 
micus Ariſtoteles, re, 
amica VERITAS, Which. |: 
method , as you know, 

was -eligioully obſerves! 
by learned Sir Thoma | 
More, in his ſharp cone . |? 
orefſles with Tindal, | 
when he objected his | 
oreat friend Eraſmw his | 
verfion (reduplicatin in 

vain the notion of's 
friend) againſt the ſenſe | 
of Holy Church. "214 


